

















AR

DESIGN
AWARDS

SUBMITTED BY

RDG Planning & Design

in Des Moines, Iowa

SIZE: Addition: 60,000 square feet;

Renovation: 53,400 square fest

PROJECT COST: $£14 million

QUICK TOUR:

Recreation Center:

o 8 000-square-foot fitness & weights space

® 3-court recreational gymnasium

o Three-lane jogging/walking track

= Two aerobics rooms

= Wellness center/assessment suite

= |Locker rooms

= Recreation administration offices

= Conferencefinstruction room

= Fitness patio

Student Health Center, including exam rooms, procedure
room, nurses station and laboratory

Student Union, including retail bookstore, book rental
bookstore/processing area, grand ballroom, 150-seat the-
ater, VP student life offices, meeting rooms and Board of
Governors boardroom

WHAT THE JUDGES SAID

“Integrates well with the existing architecture of the
student center.”
Frank Beans

“Very nice renovation and blend of new construction;
inviting without being ‘institutional’ looking.”
Susan Wallover

“Nice continuity in matching new materials to older
construction.”
Dennis Berkshire

ASSOCIATED FIRMS

Landscape Architect: RDG Planning & Design
Lighting Designer: RDG Flanning & Design
Structural Consultant: Charles Saul Engineering Inc.
MEP Consultant: FSC MEP Engineers LLC

Cost Consultant: Stecker-Harmsen

Beimdiek Recreation Center

MISSOURI SOUTHERN STATE UNIVERSITY

Joplin, Missouri

/f’ﬂ emstructed within a strict budget helped
' " along by a $1 million gift from the late
\\k y, George S. Beimdiek, a leading business-

=" man and insurance professional in
Southwest Missouri, the new 60,000-square-foot
addition and 53,400-square-foot renovation to the
existing Billingsly Student Center at Missouri
Southern State University is nothing less than a
stunning transformation,

The new facility features the Beimdiek Recre-
ation Center along with a Student Health Center
and a Student Union, and acts as a gateway for stu-
dents to socialize with others and take care of all
their health and activity needs on campus.

The recreation center portion of the building fea-
tures a three-court recreation gymnasium, elevated
jogging track, two 4,000-square-foot fitness areas
with free weights and cardio and weight machines,
two studios for fitness classes, a fitness testing cen-
ter, locker rooms and a 150-seat theater-auditorium.

Opened in October 2009, the new facility sets the
standard for subsequent construction on campus,
while fitting in with the existing campus context.

According to Rob Yust, assistant vice president
for business affairs at the university, the new recre-
ation center is ... going to be a showecase when
they bring potential students to campus. It will be
the first stop because it is a very attractive facility.”

The addition and renovation bring new life to

FOR MORE INFORMATION: www.mssu.edu/athletics/facilities/reccenter.htm
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what was formerly a tired and dated struc-
ture, With its striking vertical lines without
and undulating curves inside, the facility in-
vites users in, and then offers them views
of the activity taking place all along the
main street causeway.

The existing student center provided a de-
fined and dominant entrance that was an
icon for the campus. This has not changed,
though the entrance has been made even
more inviting.
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INNOVATIVE
-__-@HITECTU1_-

Barker Rinker Seacat Architecture
in Denver

SIZE: 91,500 square feet

PROJECT COST: $33.2 million

QUICK TOUR:

= Aguatics center with 10-lane lap pool and leisure pool
with current channel, waterslides, interactive water play
features, spas and sprayground

® 300-seat chapel/performing arts venue

e Multipurpose events space

* Two-court gymnasium

= Weight & fitness area

* Fitness/group exercise studio

* Climbing wall

® Party room

 Child care facility

® |ndoor playground

= Teen room

» Seniors’ lounge

= |ocker rooms, including family changing rooms
= Lobby

= Staff offices

The Salvation Army Ray & Joan
Kroc Corps Community Center

Salem, Oregon
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r-::u:: C-c:rp*" Communily Genter
Salern Geaon m BOO 244 5334 | wwwsploshiocularcom

Delivering fop noich
customer service and
innovative designs

on 1000% of projects
across the United States
and the Caribbean for

more than 15 years.

Write E129 on reader inquiry fax card

& Joan Kroc Corps Commu-
¥ J' nity Center in Salem, Ore.,
i\J % and you will find a combina-
tion of sorts—a church, library, education
center, cultural performing arts facility,
and recreation and aquatics center—all in
one cohesive complex.

The 91,500-square-foot community
center, which opened in September 2009,
was the result of a generous endowment
from the late Joan Kroc, wife of McDon-
ald’s founder, Ray Kroc. She donated
$1.8 billion to The Salvation Army in
2004 to build and endow community cen-
ters throughout the country. Salem re-
ceived $35.5 million from the endowment
to build the community center and $33.5
million to help operate the facility. Local
fundraising contributions brought the
total project donations to $81 million.

The facility’s six major centers make up
the Corps chapel, community and educa-
tion, recreation, aquatics, building support
and administration, which were designed
for people of all ages and backgrounds—
a place for self-improvement and commu-
nity connections.

Centrally located within the facility are

ﬁ‘“ﬂ{a o 1o The Salvation Army Ray
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WHAT THE JUDGES SAID

*Hats off to the Krocs for their generous vision and to

allow projects like this to exist. This is a great destination

and a very comfortable and handsome community hub.”
Dave Larson

“The theming of this facility is fantastic. The exterior is
the best of the bunch, blending gracefully with its sur-
roundings.”

Erik Kocher

“The exterior palette of materials in texture and color con-
vey warm and inviting sense.”
Frank Beans

ASSOCIATED FIRMS

Associate Design Architect: CB2 Architects
Operational Planning: Ballard-King Associates

General Contractor: LCG Pence

Civil Engineer: Westech Engineering

Landscape Architect: Christopher Freshley, Landscape Architect
Structural Engineer: Miller Consulting Engineers
Mechanical & Plumbing Engineer: GLUMAC International
Electrical & Lighting Consultant: Reese Engineering
Aquatics Consultant: Water Technology Inc.

Acoustical Consultant: Sparling Acoustical Design
Kitchen Consultant; Clevenger Associates

Fitness Consultant: Commercial Fitness Solutionsn

the community center’s entry lobby and lounge, providing convenient access to the
recreation and corps/community wings of the center. The lobby area is enclosed by a
wood roof structure, with several areas for informal gathering with comfortable seat-
ing, tables and a fireplace.

At the heart of the center are the chapel, community and education spaces. The Corps
chapel space has sloped floor seating for 300 people and a performance platform, de-
signed to serve the community as a multipurpose worship space and small performance
venue, Meanwhile, the community wing includes multipurpose rooms, as well as an
events hall serving a variety of functions, including meetings, classes and small re-
ceptions, and to supplement the worship spaces. The rooms can be combined and have
convenient access to an outdoor community patio. A full commercial kitchen is at-
tached to the events hall as well.

Other facility features include a babysitting room located close to the entrance for
drop-in supervision, an early childhood education center, arts and crafts room, library,
computer room, game room and adult lounge that anchor the west edge of the com-
munity wing, and the recreation activity center that features a gymnasium designed
for such sports as volleyball and basketball, featuring an NBA-size court.

Also, the center’s fitmess area boasts a multipurpose aerobics/dance studio, and a
30-foot climbing wall and belay zone. The fitness area provides circuit training, car-
diovascular and free weight equipment, stretching areas and youth fitness. To boot,
the aquatics complex features a lighthouse and trees, as well as a 25-yard-by-25-meter
pool that supports a variety of training and fitness aquatics activities and competitive
swim events, water polo and exercise classes with stairs for easy entry and exit. RM

FOR MORE INFORMATION: www.salemkroc.org
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“Wonderful building. Nice aquatic area—interesting,
inviting but not over-stimulating.”
Susan Wallover

ELEVATIONS™

Keep Dreaming...

Start Planning! § ( J

Inquire about our aquatic playground solutions

Spraypoint” Poolplay”Splashpad”

@ VORTEX

World Leader in Aquatic Play & Urban Water Landscapes

Vortex International | 1.877.5 VORTEX (toll free USAICHD)
| Others 516.666.3868
| Europe 00&9 (0) 451,3845.229

www.vortex-intl.com

Write E130 an reader inguiry fax card



DESIGN
AWARDS)

Dattner Architects

in New York, New York
SIZE: 18,000 square feet
PROJECT COST: $2.9 million
QUICK TOUR:

= § international squash courts

= 4 classrooms

® Library

® Lacker rooms

WHAT THE JUDGES SAID

“This project really impressed me. It's a small project

that is very well done. It is fresh, optimistic and has a

wonderful social benefit to the community, It also proves

that a project need not be huge to have a huge impact.”
Dave Larson

“Very ‘clean’ looking. Easy environment for study and
sports.”
Susan Wallover

“Like the sense of transparency from the circulation to
the squash courts.”

Frank Beans |

ASSOCIATED FIRMS

Engineering Consultants: AKF Engineers; LERA
Consulting Engineers

Stephen L. Green StreetSquash
Community Center

New York, New York

9}_"‘ B 1 he popular after-school program, Street-
' Squash, now has a new home—the
Stephen L. Green StreetSquash Com-
=== munity Center in New York City’s
Harlem neighborhood. The spacious, 18,000-
square-foot facility, located on 115th Street be-
tween Fifth Avenue and Malcolm X Boulevard, is
housed in a new residential building built by the
development firm, L&M Equities.

With eight international squash courts, four class-
rooms, a library and locker rooms, the $2.9 million
center opened for business in October 2009, and
was named after Stephen L. Green, chairman of SL
Green Realty, who is ranked second by U.S.
Squash in the 45-50 category. While there are cur-
rently 160 StreetSquash participants, the new facil-
ity can serve 1,000,

Perhaps one of the most compelling features of
the SL Green StreetSquash Community Center is
the clever, eye-catching lobby light fixtures that are
shaped like giant bechives, as well as the building’s

central stairway, which is a prominent glass-and-
steel structure that not only serves as the main, ar-
chitectural focal point in the facility, but as a
gathering and viewing space.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: www.streetsquash.org
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The double-height daylit lobby has ex-
pansive views into the courts and provides
a social area for students to wait for pickup.
The lobby and courts are visible to
passersby and give the popular facility a
presence from the street.

All of the classrooms have access to nat-
ural light and are located remotely from the
courts to provide a quiet learning environ-
ment. High-usage and public spaces were
finished with cost-effective but robust and
easily maintained materials. Decorative but
functional lighting was used where it would
have maximum impact, such as the main
lobby. Less prominent spaces used more
functional fixtures. The facility also fea-
tures extensive use of glazing to allow easy
observation by staff, improve wayfinding
and promote a sense of community.

The StreetSquash program—founded in
1999 by George Polsky, a licensed social
worker and competitive squash player—
combines academic tutoring and college
preparation with squash instruction, com-
munity service and one-on-one mentor-
ing. Students are required to make a
four-day-per-week, year-long commit-
ment to academic excellence and the dis-
cipline of sports. To qualify as a
StreetSquash graduate, students enter in
the sixth grade and must complete seven
years in the program. RM
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NOVATI)
HITECT
&

SUBMITTED BY

Sasaki Associates Inc.

in San Francisco

SIZE: 110,000 square feet

PROJECT COST; $43.7 million

QUICK TOUR:

= Three-court gymnasium

» Multi-activity court

e |ndoor three-lane running track

» Two-floor fitness room

= 35-foot climbing wall

= Two 10-foot bouldering walls

= Four multipurpose rooms

» Qutdoor 25-meter, eight-lane swimming pool with zero
entry

e Qutdoor heated spa

= Locker rooms

» (ffices and support space

WHAT THE JUDGES SAID

“This is @ great piece of architecture regardless of its

use. The entire project ‘holds together' as one complete

design thought and not a series of arbitrary forms.”
Dave Larson

“Very nice presence at entry. Interesting forms and
materials.”
Justin Platts

“Nice visual connection inside and outside. Outdoor
heated spa is sure to be a student ‘pleaser.’”
Susan Wallover

“Has a transparent quality, not just on the exterior wall

but as it displays the variety of activities. Light and airy

interiors bring the natural light deeper into the spaces.”
Frank Beans

RSSOCIATED FIRMS

General Contractor: John F. Otto Inc.
Structural Engineer: Rutherford & Chekene -
MEP & Technology Enginerers: Flack + Kurtz
Pool Design: Aquatic Design Group

Wildcat Recreation Center

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY—CHICO

Chico, California

™ inished in August 2009, the new Wild-

cat Recreation Center (WEEC) at Cal-

ifornia State University, Chico fills a

long-held need for recreation space.

The Recreation Sports program formerly shared

space with both Intercollegiate Athletics and Kine-

siology in the Acker Gymnasium, but now students

can enjoy approximately 110,000 square feet of ac-

tivity space, designed to appeal to a broad spectrum
of students.

Students enter through a soaring central gallery
that visually and physically connects all the major
activities in the building and extends the interior to
the First Street forecourt and pool court. From this
central space, there is a view of the activities and
social spaces that enable this facility to serve as the
campus ‘living room’ originally envisioned by stu-
dents, staff and faculty. Social interaction and
leisure factor highly into the atmosphere here, with
the setting provided by places of varying size and
location. A lounge and refreshment bar extend the
gallery’s social space, and overlooking the gallery
itself, private areas offer room for stretching or to

FOR MORE INFORMATION: www.aschico.com/wrec

sit back and read a book.

Materials and colors draw from the campus’s
built environment and local terrain. The exterior in-
corporates a custom brick blend that reflects the
original masonry administrative buildings. The
main circulation flooring is a gray porcelain tile,
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which echoes the rock-strewn river that
winds through campus. Wood framing sal-
vaged from the warehouse that formerly sat
on the site provides benches and desks.

Horizontal bands of translucent and clear
glazing accentuate the experience of run-
ning along the 1/8-mile track. Protruding
window bays punctuate the exterior face of
the building’s massing, capturing flashes of
action at night and framing views for par-
ticipants in the day.

The WREC is expected to earn a LEED-
NC Silver rating from the U.S. Green
Building Council. Its design emphasizes
daylighting, water conservation and the use
of sustainable materials. The site incorpo-
rates bioswales to filter stormwater and
drought-tolerant plantings. Building sys-
tems incorporate solar thermal panels and
high-efficiency boilers to reduce energy
use,

But perhaps most impressively, the build-
ing provides a home for Recreation Sports
programs and staff, and offers a place to
gather and get fit for an average of 2,000
users a day.
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AQUATICS
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LPA Inc.

in Irvine, California
SIZE: 20,500-square fest
PROJECT COST: $15.3 million
QUICK TOUR:
Community Center:

= |obby

» Reception

= Recreation office

= Kitchen

= [lance exercise studios

s Storage

= Conference room

= Art studio

Senior Center:

= Administration

= Storage

® Reception

= Lobby/lounge
 Multipurpose room

e Kitchen

» Computer and game rooms
= Librany/lounge

= Multipurpose room with Qutreach and Consultation office

WHAT THE JUDGES SAID

“Awell crafted, aesthetically pleasing solution. Although
the floor plan is basic, it is cost-effective and there are
some unique features to the interiors, i.e., the folding
doors.”

Susan Wallover

“Nice cottage theme carried throughout the building. Nice
use of natural daylighting.”
Dennis Berkshire

“The warmth of the building comes from the wood mate-
rial and detailing on the exterior and interior. Great use
of natural light and views. What a connection to the out-
doors!"

Frank Beans

“The building works beautifully with the site. Sensitive
and creative solution to multiple challenges. The facility
feels like it belongs to this community. It evokes a sense
of history celebrating the old beach houses that originally
existed.”

Dave Larson

Laguna Beach Community &
Susi-Q Senior Center

Laguna Beach, California

l a 9 he Laguna Beach Community and Susi-
| ! (3 Senior Center was the product of

r ‘ strong community collaboration and sup-

=ite  port that resulted in a facility that has be-
come an integral part of the community. The
20,000-square-foot, $15 million facility is the first
public building built in the city in more than 15 years,
and is situated between downtown and bordering res-
idential neighborhoods.

A series of public meetings and close interaction
with city staff enabled the design team to carefully
hone the building’s program to meet diverse needs.

“The architect worked hand-in-hand with the resi-
dents from the beginning,” said Mayor Pro Tem Eliz-
abeth Pearson. “They strived to get to know our
community and our values before ever putting pencil
to paper. The resulting work exceeded the commu-
nity's expectations and has led to a doubling of the
use of our senior and kids programs and services.”

Working within the constraints mandated by the ad-
jacent residential neighborhood, the Community
Center needed to include exercise studios, a confer-
ence room and an art studio, while the Senior Center
needed to include a library, reading area, multipur-
pose room, kitchen, computer room, game room and
wellness center. Working in concert, the community,
design team, neighbors and elected officials were
able to develop a sustainably designed project that

meets the needs of all parties.

The creative and unique design recalls the city's re-
gional features and heritage. The city evolved into an
artists’ colony in the 1920s and has always had a
strong sense of place. Existing historic structures lo-
cated on the site were photographed and relocated to
a city-owned site where they remain available for any-
one able to relocate them to a legal building site.
These cottages also were the inspiration for the build-
ing’s design concept.

Despite the programmatic needs for this project, the
mass and scale of the building contributed to the vil-
lage character and reflected the natural beauty of La-
guna Beach by using a mixture of materials, including
wood, stone, metals and plaster. These materials were
selected based on their ability to blend with the adja-
cent neighborhood and the natural surrounding that
incorporated an abundance of vegetation and unique
hillsides.

The building’s craftsman theme reflects the historic
beach cottages of Laguna Beach with varied rooflines,
terraces and courtyards. The building’s U-shaped for-
mation separates the various functions and provides a
unique central courtyard and three other outdoor
spaces.

Given the severe fiscal environment municipalities
face, special consideration was given to the long-term
operations and maintenance of the facility. The city
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ASSOCIATED FIRMS

Structural Engineer: Culp & Tanner
Mechanical/Plumbing Engineer: Tsuchiyama Kaino & Carter
Electrical Engineer: Konsortum 1

Civil Engineer: MCE Consultants

Program Manager: Griffin Structures Inc.

Landscape Design: Borthwick Guy Bettenhausen Inc.
Construction Manager: Swinerton Builders

carefully weighed a number of sustainable design strategies and ultimately chose an
approach that focused on natural light, natural and low-maintenance materials that in-
clude high levels of recycled material when available. The integration of outdoor and
indoor spaces embraces the coastal climate by maximizing natural light and ventilations
into all spaces.

The new building exceeded the community's expectations and has increased access
to programs for children, adults and seniors by providing a centralized location for
community members to go for wellness services, friendship, support and recreational

activities. R

FOR MORE INFORMATION: www.lagunabeachcity.net
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DESIGN

‘AWARDS

SUBMITTED BY

MacLennan Jaunkalns Miller
Architects in Toronto

SIZE: 117,500 square feet

PROJECT COST: %22 million

QUICK TOUR:

e Fitness

» Pool hall, including six-lane, 25-meter pool and leisure
basin

= Twin-pad arena facility, including one 1,300-seat spec-
tator arena

# |ndoar track

= Multipurpose rooms

= Seniors facility

e Main concourse/viewing area

e (Jifice administration

» Site, including public park, playing fields and track

WHAT THE JUDGES SAID

“Partnerships are growing and certainly can be a prudent
use of capital funds. Indoor aesthetics are pleasing.”
Susan Wallover

“Very functional plan. There is a wonderful sculptural
quality to the building, both exterior and interior. Strong
visual composition in the interior spaces. A sense of
openness from one activity to another.”

Frank Beans

“Great use of a simple palette of materials inside and
out, Use of color glass is exceptional.”
Erik Kocherr

PHOT0E COURTESY OF MACLENRAN MUNSALRG MILLER ARCHITECTS

Woolwich Memorial Centre

Elmira, Ontario, Canada

#74 ymbolizing strength, resiliency and gen-

" erosity, the Woolwich Memorial Centre

3 | (WMC) in Elmira, Ontario, Canada, is

P  more than just a recreation facility for

residents. The WMC is the result of the Woolwich

community’s intent on celebrating the life of one
of its hometown heroes—Dan Snyder.

Snyder was an NHL player killed in a car acci-
dent involving his friend and teammate, Dan Heat-
ley, in 2003. The $22 million recreation facility
turned tragedy into inspiration and was made pos-
sible in large part through fundraising initiatives
and generous donations. The facility’s spectator
arena was named in Snyder’s honor: the Dan Sny-
der Memorial Arena.

The WMC site is an open green zone directly
west of the center of Elmira, overlooking a playing
field and running track shared by the local high
school. The twin pad arena component has a mul-
tipurpose, 1,300-seat arena that is home to the
Elmira Sugar Kings Junior B Hockey Club. The
area also can double as a convention and entertain-
ment venue.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: www,wuuIwinh.r.:a.-*en.-‘tuI.l.'nsIlipsenri-::es.nfwnuIwich-Memuriai_ﬁe_ntre,asp

Located north of the playing field and running
track, the aquatics and fitness areas overlook ter-
races shaded under a large-scale overhanging “ve-
randah” roof. The pool hall houses a six-lane,
25-meter pool and a leisure basin with wide, shal-
low water steps.
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The fitness component of the facility ben-
efits from views to both the pool hall and
the field to the south, and connects to the
concourse/running track that forms the cir-
culation system of the main arena. A major
multipurpose room and senior facility form
the civic corner to the facility.

The 117,500-square-foot recreation facil-
ity relied on a simple material palette of
corrugated metal, wood, stone and colored
glass to define spaces and enhance users’
recreational experience. Transparent glaz-
ing and a simplified concourse organization
provide great sight-line opportunities
throughout the complex.

Sustainable design also played a critical
role in the project’s development. For ex-
ample, large south-facing windows reduce
lighting loads in the pool, while the roof
overhang blocks the bright summer sun.
The surplus heat from the arena refrigera-
tion system and pool dehumidification sys-
tems are shared with other areas of the
building through an energy-conserving
loop system. RM
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Uniwall Perimeter
Gutter Systems

Uniwall Pool Systems

Uniwall Bulkheads Systems
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Tuda:.r’s economy means making do with limited budgets and getting the most
from exisiting pool facilities. Natare provides cost-effective renovation and
rehabilitation for swimming pools and aquatic facilities around the world.

QOur experience, knowledge and proven systems deliver a like-new pool for a
fraction of the construction cost.

MicroFlo Filtration
Systems

Say goodbye to the pool problems and excessive operating costs of the past.
Call Natare today for a upgrade!

* Saves money in water, chemicals and energy costs

* Get a warranty that delievers long-term security and low costs

= Conserve resources while increasing pool safety and enjoyment

Breathe new life into your vintage swimming pool with a facility to meet your
specific needs, your budget and your unique space and program requirements.

NATARE

CORPORATIOHN

Natare Corporation e 5905 W. 74th Street o Indianapolis, IN 46278 « (800) 336-8828 « natare@natare.com e www.natare.com
Write E136 on reader inquiry fax card



SUBMITTED BY

TMP Architecture

in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan

SIZE: 65,295 square feet

PROJECT COST: $15.39 million

QUICK TOUR:

= fi-lane competition pool

» Recreation pool

e Two slides, lazy river, rotating vortex

» Duffy Wellness Genter with cardio and weight training
= Multipurpose rooms

» 1 ¥ court gym

= Group fitness area

e Qutdoar play area and equipment

= Child care suite

= Preschool

= Men, Boys, Women, Girls and Family changing areas
= Office space

= Concessions area

ATRIA/GARDEN PRAIRIE
CUSTOM AQUATIC ENCLOSURES

Arria offers a light, airy indoor swimming environmenl. Atria’s
opening roof system creales natural air circulation, providing
unique customer appeal. Materials and designs minimize
maintenance. Aluminum frames have coated colors
and custom designs, in freestanding or reckonly applications.

1-800-537-821

£3) wia

€C5l International, Inc.
Merdocturing and Distribution
wwwocsiuso.com * Email cesl@ocsivin.com
BA4Z Hwy 20 PO, Box P8 » Gaorden Prairie, IL 61038

Write E137 on reader inquiry fax card
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“Nice transparency. Large amounts of glass animates
the exterior. Nicely connected at different levels.”
Erik Kocher

“The exterior elevation reads as this wonderful bill-
board displaying the “Y" activities."
Frank Beans

“Visual transparency supports the ‘see and be seen’
and as such, can provide a comfort level to parents
and excitement among friends.”

Susan Wallover

ASSOCIATED FIRMS

Mechanical/Electrical Engineer Peter Basso

Associates
Civil/Surveyor: TR. Valentine/Hennessey Engineers
Pool Consultants: Counsilman/Hunsaker & Associates

Blue Water YMCA

Port Huron, Michigan

=1 he Blue Water YMCA has a long history

1 of serving the community, providing ex-

cellent programs in less-than-desirable fa-

miihe  cilities for many wyears. As the

infrastructure of their existing building continued to

decline, the board of directors began to consider that

rather than renovating, a new structure would be a bet-

ter option, providing improved adjacencies and the

proper floor area for critical functions. The new facil-

ity provides a state-of-the-art tool to provide even bet-

ter programming in a warm, spacious environment
with great views of the adjacent St. Clair River,

The new Y was primarily financed through pledged
donations, a testimony to the value this project holds
within the community. The developer of the riverfront
area donated the site. The site itself represents a long-
term vision to gentrify an unused toxic-laden industrial
strip of land along the St. Clair River in Port Huron.
Prior to donating the land, the developer underwent an
extensive site preparation process, including excava-
tion, pumping and disposal of hazardous waste.

Construction materials were selected for their proven
longevity, low maintenance and visual excitement, The
result is a timeless aesthetic evoking the architectural
vocabulary of the industrial structures that occupied the
site long ago. The exterior design with its use of large
glass panels, brick piers and stone ascents recalls the
old industrial loft imagery of the past, and creates
DENETrOus Views,

The transparency of the design creates an inherently

exciting environment for users, People can see through
the building and enjoy views of the river. Other activi-
ties occurring throughout the building are also visible,
which allows parents and administrative personnel to
maonitor activities easily and with minimal staff.

The visual access 1o other spaces creates a comfort-
able and safe environment. Patrons can stroll through
the concourse and observe various activities without
physically entering the spaces.

The facility is organized around a central spine with
a public entry at each end, with a third entry that pro-
vides controlled, secure access to the child care center,
Patrons get a dramatic view from the upper lobby into
the aquatics center, the gymnasium and the 5t. Clair
River.

Poor soil conditions on the site required the use of
deep foundations. The building is constructed on 90-
foot-deep concrete piles supporting a concrete floor
slab as well as the individual pool tubs. This foundation
added cost, but was deemed worth the effort to capture
the inherent excitement of the busy river. Visitors are
treated to close-up views of ocean freighters from all
over the world as they float by at close range.

The tremendous effort taken was a true investment in
the Port Huron community, assisting in the transforma-
tion of a forgotten piece of land that was a former eye-
sore and a reminder of faded glory. The new YMCA
and indeed the renewal of this area is a prime example
of the benefits of community participation, commit-
ment and leadership. RM

FOR MORE INFORMATION: www.bluewaterymca.com
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